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Sunday Services

Begin at 10:30 a.m. and last approximately 60 -75 minutes

February 5

Manicheanism in U.S.
Politics and Religion

Dick Moodey, Guest Speaker
(see bio. on page 9)

Manicheanism is a long -
standing tradition of treating
both history and each indi-
vidual life as a battle be-
tween good and evil (or, God
and Satan). A typical slo-
gan: "Whoever is not with
me is against me." Professor
Moodey believes this tradi-
tion is still alive and well in
American politics and reli-
gion (as well as other plac-
es). He will raise the ques-
tion: do humans need a de-
monized enemy?

Service coordinated by Al
Richardson

Musician: Jackson Froman

February 12

Where Do We Come
From? What Are We?
Where Are We Going?
Rev. Joan Van Becelaere,
Guest Speaker

(see bio. on page 9)

To thrive, or even survive, in
our changing society, reli-

gious communities need a
well -articulated sense of
common purpose. We Uni-
tarian Universalists need to
rediscover, re -energize, rein-
vigorate our core sense of
purpose as a movement and
as discrete congregations if
we want to be thriving, ac-
tive agents of transformative
love in the world. How do
we discover that pur-

pose? Where do we

start? Rev. Joan will help us
find answers, while tender-
ing other difficult questions.
Service coordinated by Al
Richardson

Musician: Jackson Froman

February 19

The inherent worth and
dignity of every per-
son...including myself!

Our first Guiding Principle
reflects our core belief of the
intrinsic value of each per-
son , which consequently
guides our actions and inter-
actions. But do we realize
that we ourselves also have
inherent worth and dignity?
Do we treat ourselves ac-
cordingly, or are we our own
worst enemy, besieging and
sabotaging ourselves with
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destructive thoughts and
behaviors? At this service,
we will get ourselves off the
clearance rack and reclaim
our true value.

Service Coordinator: Michele
Rupp

Music: Janet Krack, Bryan
Hed, Pat Lorei, Christine
Cedzo, Tammie Johnson

February 26

Living with Purpose and
Passion

Rev. Carmen Emerson,
Guest Speaker

As we stride deeper into our
new year, let us reflect on
what it means to live with
purpose and passion. The

service will include a candle -

lighting ritual of honoring

the past and letting go of
what we need to let go of in
order to live deeply with pur-
pose and passion. Musician:
Jackson Froman.

Minister:

Reverend

Steve Aschmann
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Sharing the Abundance,

Oil City News

Our sermons in February will be read courtesy of Meg Barnhouse: "Love
(Eventually) on Feb. 5 and on Feb. 19 "Out of a Mountain of Despair, a Stone
of Hope." We are looking forward to Sunday afternoons in March when Leigh
Kostis (March 18) will talk about her experience of China and Brian Goncus
(March 25) will unravel the logic of mysticism. These public lectures will
happen at 2:00 p.m. in the ballroom at the Latonia. UUC Erie's "Launching
a Satellite" - sponsoring the small congregation in Oil City - will be a work-
shop topic at District Assembly on March 25.
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Letter from a Member of the Board on Membership and Signatures

February brings us Punxsutawney
Phil 8ds weather
tineds Day cards,
for your one true love, and, (of
course), Washi
birthdays. Men of conviction, leaders,
men of resolve, true American heroes.

During the last year or so | have had
several conversations concerning
membership. Some say that signing
the book is 6 just
doesndt really
time | may have said these words or
at | east agreed
changed my thinking. If you devalue
your signature in
same saying that vy
yourself, that you
stand for Omuch. 6

Wi

Your signature is something that is
uniquely yours; it represents you. In
our society, it indicates that we are in
agreement. To agree has many mean-
ings. You concur, approve, oneness of
opinion, understanding, consent, and
in accord, to name a few. | think the
best one to associate with our mem-
bership book
Your signature in the membership
book is a indication, for all to see,
that your are in harmony with the
Seven Principles and with what takes
place here at the UUC of Erie. So
much so, that you choose to join and
to be a part
gation like a will, or a contract, or
even a bank check.
that you have to change your beliefs.
No one at the UUC of Erie is expect-
ing you to accept any creed. Just the
opposite. Here, like no where else,
you choose your own path. Here you
are free to have your own ideas and
opinions and not be criticized for

them. You are making a commitment
to share with and support the other

pred

ngton

me an

signin

of it

members not only in their religious
journey but also in times of trouble,
joy, in seeking social justice and
reaching out to the community. The
other members support you in the
same ways. Signing the book means,
at the very minimum, that you are
joining an organization. It means

that you are in agreement with what

it stands for, and you commit to sup-
port its members, principles, activi-
ties, and practices to the best of your
abilities. To
your time, talent, energy, skills, and
finances to the greater good of the
organization.

Becoming a member can mean that
something is left behind i changes in
attitudes and acceptance of different
ways and opinions. New members
often feel some guilt for doubting
their family religion. By signing the
book they are giving themselves per-
mission to doubt and, more im-
portantly, to learn about other reli-
gions. To move on. There are ques-
tions that need to be answered. To
learn how other religions differ and
what seems to be the same. What
about the ancient texts? How much
faith and trust should we have in
them? Are they true to their begin-
nings? Are they reliable? Or have
they been changed and modified over
time by well intentioned scribes and
church officials?
effort choosing your own path. The
more you learn, the more you need to
seek.

Most of our new members come from
a Christian tradition. They were
taught that Christianity is exclusive,
the only way to salvation and heaven.
Becoming a member starts the pro-
cess to move from Christian exclusivi-

Thank UU!

woul d

donat ¢

ty and intolerance to UU acceptance,
inclusiveness, and tolerance. In short,
you are recognizing that other reli-
gions and belief systems have value.
That they could be just as right as
Christianity or no more wrong. May-
be they are all

To those who say that the member-
ship book signing is a formality, |
agree. It ds
tion. However, it should mean some-
thing to you and to the members you
are joining. You can argue that the
signing of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence was a meaningless formali-
ty. That the Revolutionary War
would have been fought and won
without it. It &8s
By signing, those prominent men
were risking their lives, traitors to

the most powerful nation of that

time. Their signatures showed the
colonists, England, and the world
that they were determined and total-
ly committed to gaining American
independence. So high was their re-
solve that they risked their lives.

Never underestimate the importance
and value of your signature.

As a member, how high is your re-
solve to your religious journey, to
your support and success of our con-
gregation?

How do you show it?

At |l east thatds t
Brian Deuink
P.S. I dm predicti

shadow - six more weeks of winter.

I like to thank those people who do an important job for our congregation, but whose work often occurs
without notice or public thanks. This month my thank you goes out to Brian Hed, who put up the bulle-

tin boards in cl

assroomds A

and

I f you wal k

walls are now protected, and posters and artwork can now be displayed along the walls of the classroom.
Regis Sabol also lent a hand to Brian. Thank you Brian and Regis for making our RE space even better!
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Notes from the RE Chalkboard

SHARING IN CARING SUNDAY

Please bring a donation of nonperishable food products and/or money to donate to
the West Millcreek Food Pantry, our Sharing in Caring guest for February. The
teens will collect the food and weigh all of it to find out how many pounds were
donated. Last year we collected 68 pounds of food and $359.59. Can we do better
than that this year? We can sure try!

Fabulous February is such a jolly month, and nothing can scare away the winter
blues like a big hearty laugh. | hope the vegetable poems gave you a chuckle. In
addition to all the fun Valentineds Day b
the weather. Will Punxsutawney Phil see his shadow? If he does, six more weeks of
winter. Oh, No! As i f all this excitemen
Year. Babies born on Leap Day are called Leaplings or Leapers, and, as legend
would have it, the babies are ohard to
was not a good year for planting, and

ra
t he

At least for the past five centuries, custom has it that Leap Year allows women to
propose to men instead of the other way around. A man who refuses the proposal
owes the woman a silk gown and a kiss, but only if the woman is wearing a red
petticoat when she proposes. So be alert during Leap Year; you never know what
will happen. Do | see lots of wedding in our future?

What is the Coming of Age Program? The program is designed for junior high
teens. The program consists of five modules of congregational life. They are: UU
religious understanding; UU history and tradition; UU ministry, worship, and
service; UU service and social concerns; and personal values. The first meeting in
the fall was with parents and teen candidates. At this session, the program was
explained and permission slips signed. After the first meeting, the teens meet with
their assigned mentors and me once a month. At this time, | assign the next
module, discuss the modules, and do activities pertaining to the assignments. The
teen and mentor meet at least one hour a month so the mentor may assist the teen
in a successful completion of the curriculum. In May, as part of the program, the
teens will go on a retreat together. The teens will work together to plan a Sunday
Service in May where they will give a statement of their personal religious beliefs.
We will have a recognition ceremony for them with a reception held afterward.

In the program, we have seven teens: Ashley Carlson, Bethany Carlson, Ryan
Cedzo, Kevin Cedzo, Caitlin Sheehan, Rebecca Olanrewaju and Danieh Foltz. The
mentors are Liz Yount, Edie Cultu, Howard and Janet Krack, Roberta McCall, Ire-
ne Morley, and Michele Rupp. Thank you to all the teens and their parents and
especially to the mentors.

I hope this clears up any questions about the program or what we are doing. If you
have any questions or comments, see me. Thank you for wanting to know about
the Coming of Age Program.

Keep warm and cozy and dondt be

Ginny Sabol, DRE 454 -3015 and a newdeal@surferie.net
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Ohio Meadyville District Award Nominations

Our Board of Trustees has made three nominations for awards that are given out by the Ohio
Meadville District of the Unitarian Universalist Association. These are our nominees:

Unsung Hero Award: We nominate Dick Morley for the contributions he has made to our congregation
for many years. Most recently, Dick has spent the past year researching the best way to provide a
secure financial future for our congregation in the years to come. He has researched foundations,
recommended the Unitarian Universalist General Endowment Fund, and prepared the necessary
steps for our congregation to take to establish an endowment fund with the UU General Endowment
Fund. Thank you Dick!

Rising Star Award: We nominate Ginny and Regis Sabol for the Rising Star Award. This award is for
someone who has been a member for less than five years who has given valuable service to our
congregation. Ginny has done an excellent job of serving as our Religious Education director. She
goes above and beyond to create quality programs for our young people. Regis jumped right in to a
leadership role with our congregation. He has served for several years as the chair of our Social
Responsibility Committee. Thank you Ginny and Regis.

UU Visibility Award: We nominate our congregation for its outreach to the Muslim community in
Erie. We have undertaken several activities this year to promote better understanding of the Muslim
faith and practices and to let them know that we support of their religious choices. We held a panel
discussion open to the public. We visited their mosque. We invited members of the four mosques in
Erie to our congregation for dinner and dialogue. Thank you to all who helped promote this outreach
and dialogue.

February Marketplace of the Mind

Exploring Causes and Effects of Poverty in Erie County, PA
These two sessions will explore the current economic conditions that have led to Erie's unfortunate distinction as
one of the poorest counties in Pennsylvaina, with over 25 percent of its residents living below the poverty line.

February 19 --The Attack on Labor Unions and the Decline of Working Americans'

Standard of Living - presented by Rosann Barker of the AFL -CIO. Rosann will discuss the impact of econom-
ic conditions on working people in Erie County that have led to a decline of the number of families with self -
sustaining wages.

February 26 --The Erie Together Project - presented by Sue Moyer, Project Director. Sue will explain the his-
tory, goals and actions of Erie Together to eliminate poverty in Erie County. She will challenge us personally and
as a congregation to become involved. More information can be found at  erietogether.org

Marketplace of the Mind meets in Classroom D from 9 -10 a.m. Please join us for these important issues
affecting all citizens of Erie County.
Coordinators: Regis Sabol and Leigh Kostis
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Social Responsibility Committee Newsnotes

‘1 1

Souper Bowl Mania!

Dondt forget. |l tds time for our annual UUCE Sou
That 6s Souper Bowl with an 00.0 Whet her youdre
New York Giants, or you just dondt care who wins
action. Hereds what you can do:

1. Make a batch of your favorite soup or other dish for Pot Luck.
2. Bring in a bag of non -perishable groceries, including toiletries or cleaning products.
3. Make out a check to the UUCE with Sharing in Caring on the memo line.

The groceries and donations will go to the West Millcreek Food Pantry, our Sharing in Caring
partner for the past three years. Pantry supervisor Carol Willison will tell us about the work
she and her fellow volunteers do to provide food and other needed items for the needy in West
Millcreek.

| hope you join us for some Souper Bowl food and fun.

Big Turnout for MLK March

Wow! What a turnout we had for the annual Martin Luther King Day March and Rally!

Among those representing the UUCE were Rev. Steve (holding our banner high), Gary and

Bonnie Sykes (Gary bearing a hefty U.S. flag), Janet and Howard Krack, Rick and Deb Haire,

Tom Schlaudecker, Irene Morley, Gina Rullo (and her darling baby), Lora Caldwell, Al Rich-

ardson, Leigh Kostis, Mary Desmone, and your somewhat tardy SRC chair bringing up the

rear in double -t i me . I f | forgot anyoneds name, please
tended for putting a UUCE stamp on the activities.

Pancake Breakfast Thank You

A hearty thank you to all those who helped make the annual Pancake Breakfast a huge suc-

cess. Special thanks go to our flapjack flapper Terry McConnell, Janet Krack for manning the

ticket selling table for three weeks, the Coming of Age class for serving our guests, and SRC

members for pitching in before, during, and with clean up after the breakfast. A good job well

done! Wedl |l be able to tell you how much money

- Regis T. Sabol, Chair

Caring Team News

We have a caring team and you can help. During January, Rev. Steve, Joanne Davis, Dianna
Ferguson, Caroline Rhodes, the board liaison, Brian Deuink, and | met in the UU office to or-
ganize a caring team that will function durijng F
ing, phoning, and sending cards. In this Beacon you will find a form to fill out if you wish to
help the Caring Team. The form is also available at the UU Office. You can do as much or as
little as you choose. Please consider signing -up. Those who have caring news, please alert

Joanne Davis (864 -9300, joanne@uuerie.org ) or me (454-3015, anewdeal@surferie.net ).
Thank you for all you do. - Ginny Sabol
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Souper Bow of Garing

"Even as we enjoy the Super Bowl, | et

who are without a bowl of soup t

Our February 5 Sharing In Caring guest is the

West Millcreek Food Pantr

Bring your donations of  ror+- perishable food items,
toiletries, personal hygiene items, household clean-
ers and laundry products  to ensure the

WMFP may continue its important work of

serving our community @

During the service, don't forget to make your
monetary donation to WMFP, using the small yellow
envelopes. Checks are made out to UUCE, with
West Millcreek Food Pantry on the memo line.

o
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Veg-4-Life Dinner Group

o~ OB LW

All are welcome to share a
vegetarian/vegan pot luck meal.

If you want to learn more about vegetarianism, or just
want to share a meat-free meal, come and dine with us.

We meet here at the UUCE on the last Thursday of the
month at 6 p.m. Februaryos

Thursday, February 23. “

Il nner

Bring your own plate, cup, and utensils, and a vegetarian
or vegan dish to share. Please also list your mgredlents SO
that others can see

I f you are interested
Reservations are not required!

Any Questions, call Chip at 431-8416

| Page8 The Beacon |



Biography of Dick Moodey, our Guest Speaker for February 5

Dick Moodey is a former Catholic and a former Unitarian Universalist. He spent ten years in
the Jesuits, where he gained the intellectual tools that equipped him later to distance himself
from both Catholicism and UUism.  An education and career in sociology also helped. For the
last 12 years Prof. Moodey has been teaching at Gannon University, after 30 years on the fac-
ulty of Allegheny College.

Biography of Reverend Joan Van Becelaere, our Guest Speaker for February 12

The Rev. Joan Van Becelaere is the Ohio -Meadville District Ex-
ecutive and Lead for the Central East Regional Group of UUA
districts ( www.ohiomeaadville.org/ ). She was formerly the Vice -
President for Student Services at the lliff School of Theology in
Denver where she also taught Unitarian Universalist Polity and
History. Her BA is in Theater and Communication Arts from
Lindenwood University, her MPA in Public Policy Analysis from
the University of Colorado, and her M.Div from lliff Theological
School.

Rev. Joan lives in Columbus OH with her spouse, Jerry, and
three companion felines: Hezekiah, Ezekiel, and Zachariah. In
her spare time she loves to perform Dr. Seuss stories.

Highlights from the January Board Meeting

§ Encouraged the study of phone service options.

§ Expressed interest in having a new Mandela that would include more symbols
representative of the various faith paths foll

§ Encouraged pursuing a congregational discussion based on the UU Gathered Here model
which would facilitate discourse on the positive experiences of our UU faith and our future
hopes for our congregation.

§ Will look into the formation of a ministerial pre  -search committee to start preparing for
the future retirement of our current minister.
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